A.z = GUide to the new E‘Ege:rig:nisesfreetalksand

programmes for the public

National Library AL o

enticing bookworms to drop by

more often.
A spanking new tower bordered on three sides by busy roads, the National
Library Board’s (NLB) new headquarters at Victoria Street looms large amid Green
the backpacker hostels, Housing Board blocks and the two-century-old There are 14 gardens in this
buildings of North Bridge Road. building, where lush foliage covers
a third of its total area.You can
Staring up its 16 floors of glass walls, bespectacled bookworms would curl up in one of its two huge Zen
bestumped - whither the scholarly dust, the bookish stuffiness? gardens at Levels 5 and 10 and sink
your teeth into that great read you
The slick, state-of-the-art facade of the headquarters is a sure sign that some just borrowed. Everything here is
change is afoot at the National Library, a much-loved institution in a country so eco-friendly that the Building and
which has a literacy rate of 94 per cent. Construction Authority has awarded the
NLB top green honours: the Platinum
This bumper guide - including tips — will tell you what to look out for in Award for the Green Mark Scheme.

the new National Library.

Atmosphere

Nix your images of stuffy libraries
where absent-minded academics
pore over small print. On all seven
storeys of its reference library, there
is mood lighting which — get this

- changes colour from red to green
to blue to cyan and magenta — every
15 minutes. Open-air gardens
scattered all over the buildings are
also lit by romantic warm light. But
no hanky-panky, please.

Blockbuster
This building has a $203 million
price tag, including interior design.

That is about a third of what it 7y
cost to build the $600 million "
Esplanade. s
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K-shaped
If you were flying by in a helicopter,
you would see that this building is
actually K-shaped from the top -

thanks to two main blocks connected

by covered walkways. The larger
library block houses the Lee Kong
Chian Reference Library.The curved
second block, which houses the
gardens and commercial tenants,
forms the arc of the ‘K'.

Look-see
If this guide has whetted your appetite
for more, surf www.nlb.gov.sg for

a virtual preview of the building

at Virtual Flythrough, created by
Singapore Polytechnic students.

Posters

Remember those ‘Small Family,
Happy Family’, ‘Be a Gracious
Singaporean’ and anti-spitting
government posters of yore? These
retro slogans are all on display

in its Singapore and South-east
Asian collections for you to better
understand public policy changes
over the years (or just for a giggle).
The collection includes political

manifestoes, videos of past political
rallies and records of election results.

Triple joy
Talk about a study to die for. At
Level 11, there is a triple volume
library floor with a book wall almost
6m high housing the Singapore and
South-east Asian collections.

Wired

Check out NLB's enlarged

Digital Library at www.nlb.gov.sg
for digitised rare material.
Coming soon: An expanded list
of more than 70 online databases,
such as the Bibliography of Asian
Studies, Factiva and NLB-owned
Singapore Infopedia, which tells
you all about the nation’s roots.
Log on at the NLB’s computer
terminals for 3 cents a minute

or bring your laptop and surf
wirelessly for free.

X-treme shelving

There is a total of 15km of
bookshelves in this building, which
is roughly the length of the Central
Expressway (15.5km).

Adapted from The Straits Times,
July 2, 2005
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