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Professor Zhang Renfeng is a member of the
Shanghai Research Institute of Culture and History.
He has been involved in the study of Zhang Yuanji,
renowned educationist, bibliographer and founder
of China’s modern publishing business. He compiled
the 10-volume Works of Zhang Yuanji; his own
works include the Collection of Research Papers on
Zhang Yuanji; Zhang Yuanji, an Enlightener of the
People; and Chronicle of Life of Zhang Yuanji.

amines the letters left by literary scholar and

poet Khoo Seok Wan. Through his research

on the letters sent to Khoo by four Chinese
officials from Fujian, Professor Zhang tries to
establish the relationship between these of-
ficials and Khoo, piecing together the histori-
cal events at the time. These letters reflect the
lives of Fujian people then and reveal how the
Overseas Chinese were eager to lend a helping
hand to those in their homeland in times of trou-
ble. These letters were shared with Professor
Zhang, courtesy of Khoo Seok Wan’s descendent,
Mr Ong Cheng Kian.
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