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Aw Boon Haw and
His Tiger Balm
Newspaper
Advertisements s &t
1916-1954 @47

MR. AW BOON HAW
DIRECTOR OF SIN CHEW JIT POH, LTD.

R B O WA

Fellow in 2011. Her PhD dissertation, A Study of

Aw Boon Haw and his Entrepreneurship: A Perspective
of Cultural History ( (i&5 RArfERT: ¥R REGW
XAL5EY ), was jointly published by NUS Department

of Chinese Studies, Singapore Char Yong (Dabu])
Association and Global Publishing in 2013.
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his article on Aw Boon Haw explores
how he advertised Tiger Balm
products in Singapore newspapers
and their impact on the consumer.
Aw Boon Haw is perhaps best-
known for establishing the Chinese
cure-all ointment, Tiger Balm. He was also
responsible for the construction of Haw Par
Villa. The period covered by the research is
from 1916-1954. This article recounts how Aw
Boon Haw shaped the image of his legendary
products through storytelling and promises
of health and wellness to the consumer. The
article concludes that Aw’s success was
mainly due to his unique storytelling skills.
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“THE TIGER LIFE ASSURANCE Co.”

One day a school teacher asked the students ** What is the most important thing

in your home? ™'

The students answered: ** The most important thing in our home is ENG AUN
TONG'S TIGER BALM.”

The teacher said ** If so, are these three things—clothing, eating and dwelling—
nat important? "

The students replied: * Of course these three things are quite important; bui
when we are in ill-health, from bad to worse and from worse to death, our bodies are
no longer in this world, and what do we care for clothing, eating and dwelling?

** Therefore, what we consider to be the most important is Sickness and the

BEST MEDICINE FOR CURING ANY SICKNESS IS THE TIGER BALM. Wil
this medicine we are considered to be free from any danger of disease, and thereby w.
can safely struggle for our living, So don't you see that TIGER BALM s mor
important than clothing, eating and dwelling? ™

Finally a student said: * Many lives of my family were saved by the TIGER
BALM. Once as soon as my younger brother was born, my mother had a Phlegmasia
dolens, feeling painful at any moment throughout her body. SHe was almost dead
until she used the TIGER BALM. MNext day she was fully recovered and the baby ws
alse perfectly well,

** Another instance is that one night my elder brother had cholers. Just imagine
how serious it Is to have such disease at the time when it is not easy to get a doctor
or buy any medicine! Fortunately after my brother took a little of TIGER BALM
with hot water, his pain at once ceased and his life was thus saved,

*In short, if any one of my lmilymchnnﬁd.whhmbym.u-hu.n-;
skin disease, no matter how serious, they can all be cured by the TIGER BALM.
Hence this is called ** THE LIFE ASSURANCE CO. of our Home."

ENG AUN TONG—THE TIGER MEDICAL HALL

Singapere Branch Office 47, Neil Road,

Head Office in Rangoonm, Burma.

(EBE) Source: Malayan Saturday Post, 21 May 1927, p. 32.
(ZE) ARERE: BiER (2MER-AELETH Grns: 28R, 1931 .
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