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Students in pre-1970s Singapore had to learn
the correct way of writing the Chinese script.
Ho Phang Phow describes the painstaking
process of mastering this craft.
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Ho Phang Phow graduated from Nanyang University with a degree in Chinese in
1964. As an educator, he held various positions between 1965 and 2000, including
stints at River Valley High School and the Ministry of Education where he was a
curriculum planner for Chinese as a second language. Ho has also edited several

student works and anniversary magazines for schools and societies over the years.

Before the 1970s, students in Singapore were
required to submit “writing assignments” for
their Chinese lessons. These lessons trained
students to write the Chinese script in the
correct form and sequence - by following a
set of rules based on type of stroke and its
precise order. Over time, with the changes in
the school curriculum, such assignments have
disappeared, and unfortunately, along with it,
an appreciation for the fine art of handwritten
Chinese script.

Back then, an eight-volume series pub-
lished in 1936 was the recommended textbook
for students to learn to write Chinese script in
Singapore schools. Copies of these long-forgot-
ten assignment books have been preserved in
the Chinese textbook collection of the National
Library, Singapore - one of which is the focus
of this article. More information on the collec-
tion can be found in an upcoming publication
by the National Library entitled Pages That
Opened Our Minds: A Pictorial Catalogue of
Chinese Textbooks in Singapore (1902-2015],
to be published in March 2017.
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