
NEWS 
INTERNAnONAL CONFERENCE BRINGS 
TOGETHER LEADING INFORMATlON AND 
KNOWLEDGE EXPERTS 
., JeInMo I-I.)n Goh. ~ CornrnImUUonI 
c.p.rVMnt; Dlml.., WIII'Ig, INVENT 

Men"" no ~'II_ and,...ur. ~ In 5Ingl~ 
In J.r'IU:Il)' to me~1 fclow inlorm.tian .na knowled9* 
~..r0lllh to oimts tM Min oIlibrwin end lib/atn. 
a- twO drtJ. !My joIlIftI lNcIng 1tiN~ tchoIIrt.. 
.MInI n In/orrrIr.ion pdsiMils 1l'OI'II Sio.,.o:I, Iht 
us.c.m.~Ph'5 · _.ond'" ' ...... -......:0 .• ,,, 
wch topIu ~ 1cI-'"dga -' jhlohOlIItion ~ 
mnd5.1ht Iml*l~h~ .-liJIIotIOII 
the "M of IIbntilK, ,N! "- \XI 1tt1«l G_1tloo Y 
man'" 
Titled 'Ubt.,IMr. LNrr.ir>g -> Stmnglllt!ninil -> MoYI"SI 
forwud'. t~. 
conhr,nel wu 
o,g.nlud b~ the 
Lib .. .,. _od'tlo~ 01 
Slngll~ (lAS) from 
JanutIy 111 to la, crw:! 
...... d II • time', 
pJ.jform lor the 
.. etllng. of Io.as 
iltlCI dtliblr.tiOM on 
iauIs e'" ~ 
'.mI br libraries. 

M, St1w1c VIP, 
PI"" of lAS, Slid 
thl (onf ........ 'Iu was 
. ignifltlollt II"""" the 
rllPi~ ctmging global 
en'llronmcM ,nc! riling 
n .. d tor COI'tlnUDUI 

"'.rnlf!9. She cdded: 
'It fs __ gNI't opporMi~ for ir1lormilCion IIIId knc7<A '''!If 
IIfOI'.sIloNls 1l'OII'I AsIi MId be)tond \XI fMfi tratN'IOI1. 
.... ~ n ~ in inlightful tKlw.".. on i;ho ,..--

01 the kUQ •• -nd.. • 

The ~ (~lIferl!'fl(e _ tided off by Sirll&pore 
Ar.!Nr' doH':-l.Irge PILI • ~ 1CIlh, wtlo nottd .. 
his ~ .... Wtmll'lJ~AsiMaovnll'it5"" 
..... 101 ... tac.I_ ...... ~ To dlmb UI tMlIUt 
peat, and go from beM'1g rNddIe-«w:ome to lligkcln(ome 

[ounli'lll: and _'~"iIK. 

HI SlId: 'Worklng harder Is no Ionaer tOOll!lh. WI h.l1'Ii to 
111m to w~rk IfI'IIIltIIr. This means mljor invnlmlnl In 
ed~Cltl~n 'nd tr.inlng. II mNn, IImbracing Ihl ne 0. 
krQ4ildgi kIpfd KOIIOmJ, in which innoRtIon and a.UvI\I 
..... iii " ... newdltnrs and aulOrs 01 Wllith ." 

P'rof leah'. paUnent me .. _ 1010 ' lid by. HIIti 01 
~Irians n ~ by IMIIInp intI;>nnMiDn ~ 

MoLaigh w.tJDn ~ (hilt """"" trI US ~ 0uUIII. 
Inc., molted off by d.cu.ir111 markets In the inform.tion 
Industty lind top 'edmologllS, trtndlcnd thlletlans tNit 
lib.aritls CDUId undMlkt! In 1007. St.. wn fclloo.oINcI by Mr 
Ckrill Palmoo. Str.tegic P.r1nIIr ew.1~pl".nt tMn~r II 
GoogIe. who spoke ;about "-libraries could Deccme f\.L11y-­
ocrtImIstcI 5HJ'Ch engine. I'rofwuor 0«IItI s.na. As!od* 
..... r.... in !hi! Dlpatr, .. ilol ~0I1ht IYtIanoI UnMcsitJ 
01 Sio'9IfXn, then"'-d -..ut cow'slht low. and rigIrI! 
""-'!l.d'''''il-~ _~ 0I~, he ncJ:1ed, wa 
IIMCIId to IIIS.fttMI the .. ..,.M "","_"" Rf'lIIos 
_ flmlined ..-..nt. 

s.-.I IfIO' .ahalDuttoedCll'lltllldr 1 ... *,llollib1wy 
pmfenionllls. ABadate ,,.,hIDat GiIIIaro Hilla," from the 
~ lmwIity tJflld.JOIo0; .......... and PIUi'ma 

M'OfIIo Santos. Cr.1 
Uow LIb •• rl.n of Ihe 
U~ lverslt~ of the 
mllpplnll, si'lnc:l CiISII! 

UUdiu ~f h~w 
IP ..... • -.dan:II of 
"'ofn.Io .... , service 
-. rnMIlANG i1Ild 
""",*,-.1h* homR --
Mr Clqt f.tt a.ong, 
V"",-",Iy Ubnrl.n 
In In. Nlnrlng 
Techno'oglc.' 
~ meonwhile, 
'POk •• b"",1 lonl 
.tfortI: to encourlge 
proltillonillib.lrians 
In Singapo re 10 
(OII'(inuousl~ uporu 

thIIi, .. IwJ and Utp thtl . skills rti_t. IMlft5I'I1tK1.,d 
dacrito.d the "Certification of Conllnl,lOlll ProfessioNl 
1)ftf;1:Jp' .. 1I:farLb ..... In5i1fifXl'.· . Itdwno! .... I, I 
by til. N-niGnai (ommiUn an Ub •• !)' & Kli01I1Iltdgt 
',O'1II1on&!s In SInQiItoN. 

Tha _d c.,. 01 the aott.moc. ww _1hIr UynoU! 
.,...a.bBng J [ adbJDra.u.s.t.u ..... c. ,l-Blctol 
the InterlW1tion11 Feder.tion of llbtary ~ ....:I 
OI!'ICtor-GeneriI of tIM Foundilloti CIlflUal MId a.gIoniJ 
I..ibrIJy In Gerfl'lllfi)'. 

Wilh Ihe Yirtual Ind physial warlcf bl.ndIrog togethe., • 
QlHl:l!r emph.,. i. pI .... d on thl rol. that libr.ri .. can play 
in conlllCling peopI • ...,d racul,tlurolmd In. worid In her 
.PIICh. "Ubrarles: ConnltUn!l !'wOp1, to PtopIt and PeopIt 
ta lhe WorId's Rtsou/as". lhI w.ed tilt roll IhIlIibrIrie!. 
play in mooOK:ling people wll~ Iidl ot ...... ....t people wi1h 



1he'tOO'ld', _IUS. Ubr ..... " '~'9_IriII. .... 
notki, PlIMitd ... 1aO 1M ~ MIld f« e-lWG In 

rw"''-' 
"'~W'.'.l.lrarntiwc .. "'Y~CJt ball .... 
""'~ III the r..-n UInry· .:lu" n d up with 
, 1Ii'",,,tdofl on thI IIX U~rlllY I ..... rwtlOilwid. 
~ ~ fOf pubk ,nd .c.w.n:c Ubrnn In 
Ga" • .,. ""' ....... L,.lkn. Dooop.tIy ~ ct t.d ...... s.r.o;". 

... '""so: $ -1'I:tJ1Id."~"' ... Iao$ .. $ l-oe, 
JhdIg 1M 5liiQilllOnl ,.1Id ....... _111 .. idIo ........ 

ThlOOMf.,,1iOt '!!wI""" ",..,.on fit "",", ~ on 
UII ""1)' "..... of IN full .... .&ner,1Ion Y. Mr __ Son, 
f..::utiw Ohdord 1M lUI-..: 'Ibuth Adlle"II\IO,1 AwMI 
c-i1.1IId ~ John Joh" .. " , High SCtooI lIbr,.w. .. \toe 
~ N1Ierbn 5dIoaI. joined _ RUdInt ....,afI~ 
In, Iw ly Il~ ~tful dilc.uuion on how '10 iNb: librlfiK 
,nrKllw 100 ....... .-don y ....... 

W .. ~pin; up 'hi conl •• IiIClWl. MI Ngian Ulk C~, DI....:tm NMioroal Ubrary: Sho oaid, 'WOo Ira hoHi1eIIed by !tie huga 
tIomOUI ft Ih. co~f .... nc •. An.r till, corrlt ... nCII, WI feel thll WI are in iI bltMl position to mlft 111. chlll.ng" of the 
_gtng IrtlldJ.nd chlrt 0\11' Journey In Inll -'01 of Inter.ctl ..... nd dl9!a1 mtdll." 

COllABORATION AND 
NETWORKING WITH THE 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATlON 
.INFORMAnaN. NYU 

Assoc:lillI Professor 5r.ndln LIIYI from 1M DIvision of 
Inform.t lon Stud~l, School <rl Info rlflltlon .nd 
C ........ unimion. PrlTU, tidied uf1 tho...", iMth. 1«1 ... 
on pri~ MaWIdiI'Y IIId m1;''Y Infor~tlc:on _ In 
pm: iIIIII-.u",* tom.b. 

""* _ •• lid by. preMIIUIIOn by'" ~ I'MI on 
.1' a....alQ" dII'tIg "'*" ....... _,.,.. of ~ 
• · ...:l ... thel · · iuoI~of Sir:I$ .. nd~ 
A5i1. SNn:Ioiltiiit i ;,~~"""".-..nt ln 
r.!rl .... ng high prtdllon ra\ltu ....... WeI mw ... d, 
1UOII'I,DItI:ed by nll"l'itfOUS ..... ""*" dtmon.!lllll,. til. 
pi"OCZOI of lESGId, in IYrdir"J h1ltcfy ~ 

.... '*" .....&-• ....:1 wi7o. poaenCIt.G'\ on 'n . ... . , . 10 
0fI AtllrlIiHorJ. ghtJg ea ..... ct f!IOI.IIriII DII .... nn:.ry 
of eta, h:II and countl1e!i III V. MI6of:jj lilt. 1hI MUIgn 

........BJ ,""will. ioq: ..... m.r.a."'" .............. _ -. 
AI .... !lie ~ Iound lilt WDlon utefIA: Thry MId 
the tl\ilrl1IlI i:tSSIon ......... gOOd ImI;IIt 1Il"10 \tHo -'0: <II 
~Iel'i!nce lib/.rilM .rod h.lpH \tItm 91'" I HU ... 
~ d Mae ... W<II'lo IIlXCIIL 

" 



BbIIclAlII Cli News 

AKSARA: THE PASSAGE OF 
MALAY SCRIPTS EXHIBmON 
By Mlnlln MUlIr, LAe ICong Chlln Klfer.nc. Llbrlry 

The Alesirll: The PlI5.Sigl of Mill)' 5c~pts Exhibition WlI5 

opened on 111 JlnUiry 2007 III much flnfarund excitement. 
The opening of the exhibition _ marked by I gl1lnd Iliunch, 
which took: pillce on the ground-floor PI;1Z41 of the NoJtiOT1l1l 
Llbriry. 

The opening ceremony wzs ofncli1ld by Dr Yailcob Ibrihlm, 
tM Mini'lIr far the Environment and water RBource, Ind 
Minillll!l""!n-Charge of MU5Iim Affai ... In hi. opening speech, 
Dr YaIoob miMlled lit the openlllS5, dsteriIy and a,onilllism 
of the MillY Ilnguage lind enCOUTliged lIH 10 reflect dMper 
an SingIFlOre' • .tIered put. Muningful uo .. -interllclion., 
he nOU!d, hiM! enhanced Sing"pDl1!" herit,,!!e and mlJlti­
cultural identity. 

This w;u follOWld by II Ylbr;mt dance 111m, periormed by 
IOCII dIonce troupe Sri WlriSln. Dr Yalcob lind gull!SlS then 
visited the exhibition on IItI!Il 0 of the National Libl1lry. lind 
WiIS tlIten on lIlolll" of the exhibits which trllCed the different 
writing systems used In the Milll)' world. 

The exhibition Included !lOme of the oldest rllC1!s of Mlilly 
W"ipt. found on ancient, vllulbl. and rlre mlnu,ClipU, 
Ietter:s Ind allilactl. Same of the Illilacts are from privllte 
indilliduills. local ilnd _is librilries. mUHUms, institutions 
lind olllinililllons 5lIch zs thl NltlonillLJbl"ll!Y of Indonesll. 
NlItiolllll M ... .um of SingllPDl1!, the Mill)' Heritage Centre, 
the Bod!!!iln UbIV)' in !hi! Unil.!d Kingdom, the British Ubl1lry 
BOiII"d and the Vietnim History MUseum. 

Tilly Indude iI stone edict which di16 b;d: to 686 ilnd WilS 
found in Suml1rl1, I foorlh<flntury stele with Sansuit script 
from Voetllllm, ond II 1<1'" century mllnusuipt believed to ~ 
the oldest existing MlIl~y ITIiIlI\Jscript in the world. 

Visitors an lIOO •• thl originM lIS ..... lI;t5 rlIpliCilt of rl" 
lind Yilluible ITIiInu5C~ptSiind iTttIiICIS, 5Ych zs I 11195 BiI»­
Milly trlnslltion of the Chinese clluie, Romance of the 
Th",e KingdDml, I!l'" century trallllltiolll althe Bible in the 
Milly IInOUlgI, i1nd thl worla of Munshi Abduillh, widely 
I"I!Ilrdtd zs thl flllh" of mod.m MillY IlIIriltlJl't. 

Th. AkAIli exhibition Is I*"lof I strIK alllChlbIIIons OIlllnlsed 
by the Natianlll.Jbl1lry. IIIrting with the Zh.,.,g lie. M .. itime 
Alii Exhibition in 2005. It will be followed by one Dn Indilln 
Influences on Southeilsi Allil. 

'Alesiril' 15 Milll)' for 'illphilbet' or 'iYStem of writing'. The 
tlChibition, which wil be on till 30 Jun. 2aIl, will take ~itDlS 
through the influence. thlt different cultu .... hlld on the 
Mill)' system of writing. Scripts used in the MlllIY World 
reftect: Ihe illustrious ilnd ~ch aJlwrlll history of the region 
tl'llt witnessed I bl.nding of indigenoos, Indic, "Ilmic Ind 
Western inflUtnCel. 

" 

The scrlpts used In the MillilY Archlpeligo durlng the pre­
Isllmlc el1l WIre Indent Indlc scripts such 15 ~IIIIVJ. Ind 
iClwi, or their lIdaptations. This refleell the proce .. of 
IndilniNtion thllt took piKe lit that time. Wrtl1the lIrriYilI of 
Islim, JIM script which WilS derived from I.limlc Ariblc­
l'erslln writing trldlllollS, beclme Ihe domlnlnl form of 
M1l1ywriling 5)'111m. 1M UII! of jlwi_ I u,. faclor driving 
the emergence of Milly n the ling~lIlrillOl of the "'!lion. 

The lIrriYill of the Euro~n expio,"", ilnd tr;oders brought II 
liIIlnlsed form of spelling ind writing of M1~ which btCilme 
i<n0Wll IS huruf rurni. Dvtr the )'Mrs, thi' I'll, com. to be 
the mDl1! widely used script. 

After Singlp"'" was opened ... a British t .. ding FIOII in I II 9, 
it btcime iI hub for MlililY pubUshers, writers, eduaton, 
l'I!~gIoll5 reformI!rs lind Joumlllsts. The IntrociJcdon of p~ntIng 
technology- SIW many MIllay worD printed both injl"'; lind 
rurni. The ... developments piiVed the wI)' for II signifiant 
philSl In the d_lopment of the Milly Iilngu;!ge, boosting 
the production of 1.1111)' works, which I'Ild pl'lYlously bt.n 
I'Ilndwritt.,., in mlnll5cript farm. 

VISIT THE AKSAIIA: THE PASSAGE OF MALAY 
SCIlIPTS EXHI.-nON AT lEVEL 10 OF THE NATIONAL 
UlltAIIY. ON nu. JO JUNE 2107. 10 AM - t PM, 



NLB AND ASIAN FILM ARCHIVE 
SIGN AGREEMENT 

loc~1 film buffs h~ve muct. to rejoice "bout: A 'eference 
IIbrlllY coliecUon of films mide by Singiporean ind Asian 
filmmakers will soon De itt up. 

Under • MelTlDllIndum of 
Undermonding which the 
Nation .. 1 libr;uy DOird 
(NLB) ind the Aslin Film 
Archive (AFA) signed on 
16 January 2007, lib,ary 
users ind film I6eirchers 
will be able to gel I ccess 
to and view the films in 
the AFA's collection. NlB 
wi. ficmtate this KCI55 ill 
IIbraryOesplal\lde, while 
the AFA wiH evalulte, 

collect, document ilnd Ciltillogue films fo' this growing 
community. 

Olrector Natlon,1 Ublilry Ms Nglan l.I!k Choh, who slgne-d 
the agreement on NLB's behalf, Slid, 'With the MOU in 
place, NLP will continue in its vision te Doiste, cu, audio­
visu;ll collection fo, ou' P;ltrons while Pl"85If\/ing 001 film 
he~liIge with our Sll"iteglc pinners. The colliboritlon will 
liso ensure thll unpublishe-d 10ClI1 films .. well as rare 100 
signifor::ant Asiln-cenlric: films an now be ilrmived, preserved 
ind shared alTlDng the community when! it _ not ;lvailiibl, 
commercially before. ' 

She adde-d that !he NLB will work clOSIly with the AFA to 
hen film litenocy ... minars, film screenings and workshcp:s at 
lib'ilry!tesplilnilde. 

There's more good news fo' the locill film community: In iI 

joint fifort to preserve and PlOI.tote Slngipore's film herllilge, 
the NlB, AFA Ind tM Singapore Film Commission (SFQ also 
signed ,"triplnile ag.ta'IEoTlIo build a collection 01 Singapore 
films ilnd film·,alilted milte,iills, espedilly those by 
Independent fllmmikers. 

laying out the alms of the collecUon, Chllrman of AFA 
Professo:o, [enreth P.ooul Tan Slid, 'A grullrchive, _ bl!lieve, 
is not just in ilrchiYe of old, dusty ilnd rotting films. but ~ 
living archive thiit not only preserves films but pro-actively 
makes them available to people to celeblllte them IS pin 01 
ou, culturallandsclpe. ' 

A/;J...eing, Dill!cto, 01 SFC M, MIIn SI1u Sum soil the aolledion 
will help inspire 10CliI filmm~1cers ind aid them in developing 
their own YOICI!!: 'It Is crucial for !he dtvelopment of our 
nascent film industry; .. young filmmakers an dlllw on the 
inftuence of ou, own culture and cinematic: style Cilplured 
and shared through the archives. ' 

The signing ceremony WiI5 followed by the screening of two 
shon tllms produced by Ioaol filmmaker Mr I\iiJendra Gour, 
who WlS nonoured for making the e .. ~m troawn Singapore 
;IW.ud-winning 'non films screened it O¥e~ film festiv;ools. 

The shon films were Sunshine Singapore (1961!1·72) ind A 
libour of love· The Hcusewife (1974). Mr Gcur's tim film. 
Mr ~ Hart, was showaosed II the ComlTlDnweelth UK 
Fl!Sliwol in 1965. Unfortunately, the p,int ~nd neg.tive aould 
not b, s;olY<oged ~nd p_rved. 

Mr Gcur said, 'The liSt film I rrnode for my5elf WiS in 19711. 
Since then, I hilYf only rrnode films for organisations. It Is in 
honDIJ' to befinally recognised and I am pllnni,.. to make 
anether permnal film again.' 

A GREAT ARCHIVE. WE BEUEVE, IS NOT JUST AN ARCHIVE OF OLD, DUSTY AND ROTTING FILMS, BUT 
A UViNG ARCHIVE THAT NOT ONLY PRESERVES FILMS BlIT PRO-ACTlVEL Y MAKES THEM AVAILAILLE 

TO PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE THEM AS PART OF OUR CULTURAL LANDSCAPE. 

- t.H. Chainniln Prof Kenneth PilulTan 

" 


