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at the Ee HI;Ie He." Club 
( .-) In iinglporl. 
1tepre:sen\MM!$ rIi the Fvnd 
Nt I$IhIir IoaI Chini RIIiff 
Fund offices to implement 

PlogI.'.'''' .... ".'" II.-ge 
MtWorl. .-ound !he region.. 

h ChiN I\dief Fund ntlxd 
mon,y to PIHChl1i 
melil iutlon, med iul 
~ ckJthhg. foodnl 
miliury I"\.trdw.~ such n 
pl,nll, t.n~I, truc~s, 

e... ;/eS ."cl" c 1 ",,11ra1 ttb"oio og t:hcI ~ Chiroese 
popuIition Into a r.gion" fOfQ In IUpport 01' China. 

DRIVERS AND MECHANICS 
FROM NANYANG (."fHII'fU) 

In responsl to thl Chlntst gOYlmmlnt's request for 
...,h .. "teer'5 from Nlnytf'IQ,lhe C~n. Re~ef F;,mlll pubiiilhed 
lt1e first I"Kruitrnlnt rlCltiOit CnurrDtr ISl on 7 FlblUlry 1939'. 

Among thl andld.ltl 
who respondld were 
.ppllCinu who hid 
borrowed Iicrnc:D or hid 
WI')' Irnhrd m-tmg 1kIk. 
At the limE" timE", 
InformWon from CIn 
RlDted IMI the I'OIdI 
requftd tldJlmIty good 
tPMg tit&. So \tie o-a 
IIIIitI FInIdtcDId to_ 
driwers ...:lID ""obhh a 
DriWlg hIlitL!II. 

AfItr ~ct.b_~ .. d::Io ... -....m. 
driWIg IicIllQU had a Dhoto WtnI .......-d while cr\herJ 
WEN U5tKi_ 0UIrwn Road. \nII:Wy, 1M WIt IrM!t.oed 
bilsic driWIg skih with ." .mpty truck. WMn further 
IrrIormItlon on fDId 0:11"1(11:10lIl am. In. lhl _ for 11"11 
third or fourth rd U:IIIequen! bItdWs IItr.mIltld to simun 
road conditions In China Dy UoStlng candld.tll on rTIOI1I 

difficult terrilin on Neo T~!IoId ( ... ), Ind the trllCb 
WCllllOildid fa Incl1llM driving dltllculty. 

"These wh:I cculd not d,... __ II1II1 to !he Drlvlngln$\il<Jle 
IoatId i"I Shulng Un MoniSWr)l. Thl CDordin&toni included 
J,jr Ng A1k HUln (-.al, Mr ~u Boh Tin Ind I trlini"g 
committel fornlld by .gtllllp of lkillfd drMrs. 

r.bn I t::lllblbIIM 

"The Shuirlg Lin J,jonullry was found.:! In 18!l11 by IN Low 
(im Pong ( ... ) when he inviled Venerllble Xl,n H .... 
( ...... ) to be the fiBt Abbot. It Will thl first Buddhist 
monntery in Singlj;lOn! Ind one of the IIIrgeslln lhII...,;:ion. 

Mr Ng I1IUlIIed training ;md te5li"'ll thl candldaWs It tht 
Shuang Un Monastery, Ind de5cr1b.:! tIw tI'IlnlnglOCltlon 
au "very big pm" It1I1 wiuCQuillld Dy thlllO'o"l"nm'nt 
amid the posI-war housing deYelcpmlm proJ.as. Or Low 
Ching Jin, gr;mdlon of Mr lDN lam PonlL mlmiontd thlt 
the trilnlng_ conducted "blhind Ih. lampl," whllll 
'entsy could IJe mide b¥ the other side, not n«e»Iry 
ttvough the temple's gm" . At the bKk of t:. temple WiS 
I Ilieae of open '-l 'Nith .xz:B 1"OiIdI. 

On 1 Jdr 1939, J,jrlan ~ KM izuMla natiQ" for tI"IIn 

¥OiunlHfS ItId cited reuuilnV!fll Kfdtlf, In Sl~, 

n"",W.i{j 1he recn.m.nl of 200 ~ ~ wt.o 
___ 1fIIined at a 'chunt IoatiDn ""'Ih mugh 1Ift'U"I" fat 
about three -as. He thin num"",1IIIId oINt ChiN 
AelefFund IoaI o/Ii:s 1D8dopI fitriM matag:e II>piO(b» 
!rift qualified ~ The'cHIn: Iout!an wilt! rough 
terlllln' _ ~lhIllndblhhl1hl "iilfiMMI). 

ON TO THE BURMA ROAD 

QuII~fiCd ~ fraTI Nanyq arMltQId In Sl<IgI~on 
to 10rm a batdI. ~ Flb"Uiit) and August 19l!1, ,bout 
3,200' voiunteeB left in nine batthK. lrw. mIJOIIty_ 
ChinKI men, but thelll _ 1150 niIIilM, J,jalqund four 
Chi"e~ women" ( .... Ill .......... 1. 111_ 
volunteeB were known ;IS Drivet'll Ind Machlnla from 
Nany.nll (.Hr.). AbDUl 1,000 of !Iwm dlld In 1II"IIkI. 
!JlOO settled in China and otheiS tl'lum.:! to NI~ng m.r 
Ihewar. 

Chin,', WIIrtime leader Ch;'ng Kloi Shek (.~til Slid Ihll 
the ...,Iurr\eeil;' "IpOtlUneDLII offer d "";011 to tilt ccuriO)' 

" 
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In !he hW' Ii triM t.. .... 
only botoIIglrt m.1eNl1id 
,0 China In the W/III of 
ilodIpIo ........ Wt"_ 
de .... Ii1tU:!d 1D!he-'d 
tIIIt 1M Chinese '*"* 
~ _ united..,. 

co ...... 1o)'iIIIf .• 

0.. 01 ttw IIDlmIIn W10 
wm tnoir1II'd in ft Drirmg 
Ins1ltlltl w,n Mr Wu 

'" "'" 
MR WU HUI MIN' 

Mr Wu Hul Min (a. It) 
_ bern In HINn, Chlnl, 

.nd annt til Sln~pore in 
1!H4 >At1., t.._ 15)S11S 

old. In Sing.pore, he worked for the WIJ moc:if.tion .nd 
hid tile cppanunlty til I'8d IIw Chlntsl ~~~IS IYI!ry 
dlY. They upd!oted him with developmenb of the Sino­
Jlpilne5l! Wilr, InC! hi ~t"tIdpr\ld In 1'IInd~ising KtivltiIS 
like selling flowe", nt.nded rllNes end ~otted 
JilpiIIUI ;oodI. 

In 19B, HIli....., Illand (tlto Int ~end MrWu fd 
I drip ..,. of laB. HI-*id '10 COIIti"b.V kM'irdI !he 
_ ~ at nt flit 1N't Ile *1I'l0l; '-I r- til rewm 
tll.1Ild bIIawd tNt Nll)QII shcUd do ~ t. aMI 
In • ~ of aiIIl. 

ror~IbMr'MI. the~Ocu'P'WnoflheW 

homes lad ntiItH • proonIIIln V!hith by tratDb"rrIId 
t"edesplir 01 pelD\llloIs..,e/fort$ ~ t"e jiIU\licWo. 
01 hi' Iaogtrabnllltnwllnd. 

DurIng thIr; lIrN, Mr WIJ ~ 
acJ055 tIw nota far ~ 
"lor Ihe IIInna AoId, .rid Win, 
10 registIr It tht ShuIng Un 
McnBtIlryi. Al IIIw IIOIurnMIS 
lived in"t1e DriWIg nstitutI: IIId 
_"trii'wd b1 ntnJctolS. ,..,. 
stiI~d the d~ with momlng 
exercises inc! mliitiry "trllnlng, 
lifter which they h.d driving 
lessons. A few "trll_ .h,l'td 
• tnd end lock. tutros 10 d,~. 

Aft1!r three Wilks of training, 
Mr Wu joined SOlS O'~'IS to 

" 

form tIw ninth batd\. They sta)WI It thl 6tNt Scvthtm 
HotIIInd left Singi~on 14August 1939. At 6arn, tillY 
gatherld MTorogJ Hospital and II!ftfa'T'n)rIg I'IgIr hIIrboU" 
it 10 im. The harbcurWils by then .Irudy-crowdld with 
IJIOple who hild cane 10 send tl'llm off. As th • ....., Flng 
Oing (*M) II!ft thl harbour;lt3 pm. thl mM'd$wog to 
encourage the volunlHrS .nd 10 bid "!I--. f'rw.'lII'". 

THE SOOK CHING MASSACRE 

On 1 February 1942, J'jlIn begin Ihe iw.Bion DI SlrlQ'pcre. 
By 15 FebNary. the British had RImIItdwiiKI and !oingoapore 
bemI.,. S)Q'IM (U.). On It February, tha,lapantu 

Iiunched "Sook CImg" (ft :tH)to "dNn up" rio 
lIpIonIose elemeIr.:s" " . 

All .... Chinea' between \toe ~of I' Ind SO had to 
........ at 1M! ...... tIIt pams at noon. Orwof ':Iwn_ 
JiYo 1Iewr, '""-nt-____ ~~,,~ 
ttl OI;Ir9I1eid1-jJ5I.o.r3dot ...... 01 theCllM9I'ri1on1r 
of w., ompu_ lor eIeMion. 

One of the ¥ictims DI Soot oq WI5 Venlrolbll Pu Uq. 
Abbot 0I51u1ng I.l'I ~, who hid alCINId the C'*wI 
Relief F\nd to establish ltoe Driving Institution mldil the -. 
VENERABLE PU UANG" 

VMWl"Ibie PU Liang (uMl a_ttl Slng.pa .. In 19t1. 
111911. he became the 10th Abbot aI Shuiong Ii1 Mona • . 
From Ig31 UH his I!(1!cullon, the V_llObie ~ IS the 
chiirmin of the Chinese Buddhist Assocl'tlon 
(~ .... ), a Buddhist chlrlty Ind sodll.uodMlon . 

VenellOble Pu u.ng had ,....., diJdples ttl _in hm In ..... p!o 
nllnigemen1, serving is in ICCOUnllnl Ind I clerk. 80th 



~ssislln\s were '¥elY devtrted'" 
to the Venerable. 

The Venerable was a highly 
regarded and well-respected 
IJ!rSOO 'Atoo enjoyed wide support 
across different sectors of the 
Chinese community. Durlng the 
Sino-Japanese war, he was 
Involved In various actMtles to 
5Upport1he China Relief Fund lI1d 
help war victims. A Chinese 
~r descrbed him ~ 'wry 
active in reliefwork15 '. 

On Vl!5lk Day in 1939, he worked with the China Relief 
Fund to launch the -Shuang Lin MoniStery Vesak. 
Day Vegetarian Meal Fund Raising Event' 
(.~."' ••••••• ".*). Held on 28 May" in the 
monastery, It attracted 'a few thousand' participants and 
raised about 510,000 (Straits Dollars). It WilS covered by 
major newspapers". 

In early 1942, during Soak Ching, a 9rouP of Jap.1lnese 
soldiers anived at the Shuang Lin Monastery to arrest 
Vener~ble I'u Li~ng. They had to force their ~ in, and 
upon entering, .,ested the Venerable and his two disciples 
immed;.tely. The re5t of the people were ordered to sqUllt 
along the corridors.. The soldiers proceeded to search the 
Venerable's rooms, ard opened trud<s ard lockers. Dr I..ow" 
Cheng Jin, who was present, believed thllt the Japi.nese 
Wl!!rfl Iook.ing for evidence of Vl!IlI'!I'lIble Pu Liang's' anti­
Jipine5e' activities. Mr Ng Aik. Huan, the China Relief Fund 
I!!ader, believed thlll the ..... panese found some belongings 
and markl!ting materi;lIs belonging to the Driving Institute·s 
volun~'". 

Venerable Pu Liang, his two disciples and others in the 
monastery were taken to the Jalan Bl!5ilr Inspection point 
Most of the peopIe'Atoo tepOI ted 1Il.lalan llesiirwere reIeIISed 
about a week later, but the three Venerables did not rn...m. 
The monlstery sent people to SNrch for them, but they 
could not find them. They and Mr Ng concluded that the 
Japanese had executed the Venerables. 

A TARGETED ARREST 

Although Venerable Pu Liang had partidpated actively in 
support of relief work. for the war, many other Buddhist and 
Taoist Orgilnisations had held similar events. For eumple, 
in July 1939, a _n-day Chinese opelil was put up if. T1in 
Fu Gong (~ .... ) to raise funds for the China Re~ef Fund". 

Feature I CIIiblioAlll 

The Chine5e ChaIrber of Commerce - whose d1lirman WlIS 

Mr Tan Kah Kee, Japan's mostwanted man - managed l1an 
Fu Gong. Yet, during the Japanese OCt":Upation, temples'O 
managed by the Chinese Chamber of COfMl!rcl! were not 
disturbed". Venerables from major Buddhist institutions" 
that partidpated in memorial selVices and China Re~ef Fund 
activities were also left unharmed. 

For example, Venerable Rui Yu c.flI) Abbot of Seng Hong 
Temple ( __ .), hid dOi"\ited money>' and participated 
in China Relief Fund programmes. AftEr Venerable Pu LiirlQ's 
execution, he became the Chairman of the Chinese Buddhist 
Assodation and sought permission from the Jllpanese 
authorities to resume the association'S activities"'. 

In general, Japanl!5f! troops Wl!!rfl advised not to disturb 
religious institutions". Themore, the Ja~ solders who 
went to Shuang Lin Monastery probably knew whom they 
Wilnted lind what -crimes- they had committed. 

The BuITlli Road was seen is Chlna'slTliljor lifeline, and 1he 
Japanese had attempted to terminate it through diplomillic 
and mi i lary means. 1he fall of Singapore was perceived is 

I means fonne Burml Road 'to be completely cut off in 
the near future'" . 

Even thour;. Ve1"l1!l'llble Pu LiIIng had offered only the p/¥iaII 
place, the Driving Institute was seen as part of the larger 
network to supply volunteers to the Burma Road. Shuang 
Lin Monastery was reported in the pres5 as a recruitment 
and training ground for "«IIun~ 10 the Burma Road, and 
training was conducted in the open. vi5ible to people around 
the monastery, so It was not difficult for the Japanese 
to know about its activities. From the Japanese 
perspecth.o!, '"«IIunteers' meant 'guerlllis"'. 

This may ~ explained ~ the Venerable'l; roorTG and the 
monastelywere seard1ed. USUiIIy, Japanese soldiers would 
arrive to inform residents about irl$pOCii(lns, but"-'luld not 
seard1 the place. 

Uke most of the victims from Jalin Bl!5ilr InspecUan Point, 
Venerable Pu Liang and his tv.o tisciples were likely executed 
at Changl beach. The Venerable was probably the only 
Chinese Buddhist rflligious leader exea.Itedll, and he and 
his two dlsdples probably the only Chinese Venerables 
WlCUted during Soak. Ching. 

A POW WJTNESS 

A British prisoner-<if-war may haw witne5sed the el!I!CI.Ition 
ofVeneiable Pu liang. Mr John Hamilton wadge", a Corporal 
(Smice number Sl93369J. was part of the PoiiII/vrrI'f SeNicr 

" 
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COrpi Ittlched to the S3rd Inf~ntry Brig~de of the 1ath 
Division. Following the fall of Malayi, the lath Division 
retre.ted to Sing,pore and was assigned to protect the 
northem shores of Singapore. On the diy of surrender on 
15 Febl'Ullry 1942, the 53rd Brig&(le WiS stationed &iong 
Brilddell Road. 

Mr Wadge's gra.p hid moved southwards along Thomson 
road and taken shelter in an abandoned house, the ronner 
resldenCll! of a Mlche~n employee who had been evaQJated 
from Singapore. They had been taken as prisoners of war 
In this house and transferred 10 the Changl are;!. 

Mr W&<:!ge witn(!$$(!d three ChinO)$(! monk$ in robes being 
executed at the be;Kh. 

HISTORY REMEMBERED 

1M Shill", Un _.., In lDII5. 
Cilln C'""WI!l.ZOO5. 

The volunteers 10 the 
Bur.,... Ro.d ,nd their 
supporters were 
people from &II walks 
of Ii.<es. Their dec:isiolls 
and actions were 
propelled by iI 

QJlturally-conditioned 
world view, and 
through their actions, 
thesE! individuilis 
became the 
embodiments of 

globl~local forces. Their sto~es enable us to understand 
how an event i'lfIuenced and impacted individuals, and how 
tllelr actions shaped the course of the Sino-Japanese War. 

As the pllce where volunteers were t"ined Ind whose 
Abbot p;aid iI heilvy price during Sook. Ching, Shilling Lin 
MonlJtery is one of the few in5titutions'o relmld 10 Bunn.J 
Road volunteers th;;t stillellist, IIIiki'Ig it iI "living" institution 
and, depositoryfor the r'\JIion's collective soc:ial memories. 
The monastery was gilzetted as iI Nationill Monument on 
17 Otli:lb!r 1980, and has IIl1barked on I restoriltion prqject 
that continues 10 this diy. 
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LEE KONG CHIAN RESEARCH FElJ.OWSHIP SERIES: 
FIFTH RESEAROI FELLOW SIGNED UP 

The I.ft Kong Oilan Research FellowshIp _komed It!I fifth Resea.ch Fellow on 22 
January 2007. Mr Penll Welbu signed tha Fallowshlp with Ms Nilian lIIk Choh, 
Director of the tMtiooill Libl1llry. 

Mr Peng, .. doctoral candldaa with the Co~ege of JoulIIiIllsm 5: Communication fn:m Jlnan 
University, China, will be researching on the Chinese press and iIli influence on Chinese 
culture Ind ~nidty, and will explln the history of SouthNJI kiln Chinese newspilpers. 

To dille, two Researd1 Fellows, Mr Chan Chow Wah and Ms Adeline Koh. hiM! presented 
their findings. 

The NLB'$ Re5eardl FelkPNship _res reseerd1er'$ who make use of the Ubrlry'S archived 
and preserved collections. 

M. ~ WlII~u ('top) enol Mo 
Olio", Chin. Loon (Iootto", 
",hl) _n Iho two "'Olt nc.'" ..... ..,h ... '0 " 
....... thoo ... K-w Chlon 
_ .... Fell_I(O. 


