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THE WELL-KNOWN LANDMARK of Shuang Lin Monastery at Toa Payoh was once used
as a training ground for volunteers going to the Burma Road, which was instrumental in
sustaining logistics in the Sinc-Japanese War in the 1930s. K also had great impact on the
lives of two men, Mr Wu Hui Min, a volunteer for the war effart, and Venerable Pu Liang,

the Abbot of the monastery.

This is an extract from a paper, Storm in Shuang Lin: Ethnography of Social Actors in the
Political Climate of 1939-1942, by Mr Chan Chow Wah, a Fellow of the Royal Anthropological
Institute and Member of the American Anthropological Assodation. He presented this paper
in December 2006 as part of the inaugural Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship Series.

The Sinc-Japanese Yar began on 7 July 1%37. As the war
developed, the Chinese seaports were elther captured or
blzcked by the Japanese who attempted to terminate extemal
supplles ertering China. In response, the Chinese government
developed alternative land supply routes.

The Burma Road, built as an altemative supply road, became
China's most important supply route. The Singapore Free
Press described it as "China's new munitions and supplies
route!”.

CConstruction of the Burma Road between Yunnan in China
and Lashlo In Burma began In 1937 and was cornpleted In
1938, Supplies were sent by sea to the Rangoon port
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{Yangon), transported by mil to Lashic and through the
Burma Road { SIS ) to Kunming (M ) In China. The
Joumey from Kunming to Lashio took about a week, and
there were she stations along the route to suppart the drivers.

Due to the lack of experienced drivers and mechanics in
€hina, the Chinesa government requested Mr Tan Kah Kee,
the Chairman of the China Relief Fund, ta recmit drivers and
mechanics from Nanyang (South East Asia}.

The Manyang Federatlon of China Rellef Fund
{ iR RO RS ) wes founded in 1538 to support
China In the Sino-lapanese War. Mr Tan Kah Kee had been
alected as its chairman, and its regional office was located
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o (¥%#) in Singapore.
Representatives of the Fund

set up their local China Refief

Fund offices ta implement

programmes, forming a large

network around the region.

The China Relief Fund raised

EL’:‘J_{': S S money to pllrthli!!
Andlsf Fund, and whars medication, medical
ol = | il B equipment, dothing, food and

military hardware such as
planes, tanks, trucks,
explosives and weapons,? transforming the Overseas Chinese
population into a regional force in support of China.

Cran Chow Weh, 2006,

DRIVERS AND MECHANICS
FROM NANYANG ( Wit &84T )

In response to the Chinese government's request for
valunteers fram Naryang, the China Relief Fund published
the first recruitment notice (nurmber 6) on 7 February 19394,

Amang the candldates
who responded were
appllcants who had
bomowed licences or had
very limted driving skills.
At the same time,
Information from China
indicated that the roads
required extremely good
driving skills. So the China
Relief Fund dedded to test
drivers and to establish a

After background checks were conducted, candidates whosa
driving licences had a photo were accepted while others
were tested near Outram Road. Intally, the test Involved
basic driving skills with an empty truck. When further
information on road condidons came n, the testers for the
thind or fourth and subsequent batches attemnpted to simulate
road condttions In China by testing candldates on more
difficult terrain on Neo Tiew Road (WM ), and the trucks
were [oaded 1o Increase driving difficulty.
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These wha could not drive were sent to the Driving Institute
located in Shuang Lin Monastery. The coordinators included
Mr Ng Aik Huan { st ), Mr Lau Boh Tan and a training
committee formed by a group of skilled drivers.
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An sid pesrizard of Shnang Lin Morsstary, primted
and vzted 7 Sept 1932, depicts the monastary in the 1930s,
Chan Chaoe 'Wak
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The Shuang Lin Monastery was founded in 1858 by Mr Low
Kim Ppng { 2i&# } when he invited Venerable Xian Hui
{ BN ) 10 be the first Abbot. It was the first Buddhist
monasiery in Singapore and one of the largest in the region.

Mr Ng recalled training and testing the candidates at the
Shuang Lin Monastery, and described the training location
as a "very big place” that was acquired by the government
amid the post-war housing development projects. Dr Low
Cheng Jin. grandson of Mr Low Kim Pong, mentioned that
the tralning was conducted "behind the temple® where
"entry could be made by the other side, not necessary
through the temple's gate®. At the back of the temple was
a piece of open land with access roads.

On 7 July 1939, Mr Tan Kah Kee issued a notice* for more
valuniteers and cited recruitment efforts in Singapore,
mentioning the recruitment of 200 semi-skilled drivers who
were trained at a " distant location with rough temain® for
about three weeks. He then recommended other China
Relief Fund local offices to adopt similar strategies to produce
more gualified volumteers. The “distant location with rough
terraln™ was probably the land behind the monastery.

ON TO THE BURMA ROAD

Qualified volunteers from Nanyang converged in Singapore
to form a batch. Between February and August 1539, about
3,200% voluntteers left in nine batches. The majority were
Chinese men, but there were also Indians, Malays and four
Chinese women® { B#FE. S, %»B%, N ). These
volunteers were known as Drivers and Mechanics from
Nanyang (W##L.T). About 1,000 of them dled In service,
1,000 setted in China and others retumned to Nanyang after
the war,

China's wartime leader Chiang Kai Shek (85 ) said that
the volunteers' *spontaneous offer of service to the country
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in the hour of crisis has not
only brought material aid
to China in the war of
independence, but has also
demonsirated to the world
that the Chinese people
S everywhere are united by
common kyalty?.

One of the volunteers who
were trained in the Driving
Institute was Mr Wu
Hui Min.

MR WU HUI MIN®

Mr Wu Hui Min (R B R}
was born In Halnan, China,
and came to Singapore in
1934 when he was 15 years
old. In Singapore, he worked for the Wu association and
had the opportunity to read the Chinese newspapers every
day. They updated him with developments of the Sino-
lapanese war, and he partidpated in fund-raising activities
like selling flowers, attended rallies and boycotted
lapanese goods.

In 1938, Hainan kland fell to the lapanese and Mr Wu felt
@ deep sense of loss. He wanted to contribute towands the
war efforts, as he felt that he did not have a home 1o retumn
1o, and believed that everyone should do whatever he could
In & time of aisks.

For volyrieers like Mr W, the Japanese Ocoupation of their
homes had initiated a procass in which they transformed
the despair of personal loss into efforts towards the protection
of ther larger cuttural homeland. -

During this dme, Mr Wu came
across the notice for volunteers
for the Burma Road, and went
o register at the Shuang Lin
Monastery®, All the volunteers
lived in the Driving Institute and
were frained by Instructors. They
started the day with moming
exerclses and military tralning,
after which they had driving
lessons. A few trainees shared
a tnuck and tapk turns to drive,

Comwoys escanding & Tamous
21-curve strateh along the
Ewrma Rowsd.

CHH Online, L.5. Army Center of
Military History.

Mr Wu Hul Min, &
vishuitinr whe want to
the Burme Reosd, hed
trained In tha Shuang Lin
Monastery, He settisd In
Chine afisir the woiw. Thin
phote wee teken In
Halnan lslsnd in 2005,

After three weeks of training,
Chan Chow Wah, 2005,

Mr Wu joined 506 others to

Mol WU Ml i anal his betch
reslunting from the Driving uhﬁ;w‘-'h e
gresumiing Teng re thay
Institute at the Shusng Lin  loft Singapom. Earller brichas
Monastery. of voluntears had stayed In
Lhan Chow Weh i Hoapital.

Voluntears stayad at the
Grewt Seuthern Hotel sfier

form the ninth batch. They stayed at the Great Southem
Hotel and left Singapore on 14 August 1939, At 6 am, they
gathered at Tang) Hosphtal and left for Tanjong Pagar harbour
at 10 am. The harbour was by then already crowded with
people who had come 1o send them off. As the vessel Feng
Qing {z=ge& ) left the harbour at 3 pm, the crowds sang to
encourage the volunteers and to bid them farewell'e,

THE SOOK CHING MASSACRE

On 7 February 1342, lapan began the invasion of Singapore.
By 15 February, the British had surendered and Singapore
became Syonan (M ). On 21 February, the Japanese
launched "Sook Ching” (s iiE ) to “clean up all anti-
Japanese slemens!®,

All male Chinese between the ages of 18 and 50 had to
assembie at five assembly points at noon. One of them was
Jalan Besar, where anti-lapanese suspecis were transporied
to Changi Beach *just outsile the wire of the Changi Prisoner
of War camg'2" for exegution.

One of the victims of Sook Ching was Venerable Pu Liang,
Abbot of Shuang Lin Monastery, who had allowed the China
Relief Fund to establish the Driving Institution inside the
manastery.

VENERABLE PU LIANG™

Venerable Pu Llang { @% 5 ) came 1o Singapore In 1912,
In 1917, he became the 10th Abbot of Shuang Lin Monastery.
Fram 1937 till his execution, the Venerable served as the
chairman of the Chinese Buddhist Association
{ MihEtE N ), a Buddhist charity and sodal assodlation.

Venerable Pu Liang had twe disciples to assist him in temple
management, senving as an accountant and a clerk, Both



assstants were "very dovoted'”
to the Venerable.

The Venerable was a highly [
regarded and well-respected § ¥
person who enjoyed wide support  [SEREREES
across different sectors of the [
Chinese community. Durng the [
Sino-lapanese war, he was
Involved In varlous acthvtles to
suppert the China Relief Fund and
help war vlctims. A Chinese
newspaper described him as "very
active in relief work!s",
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Lsectwiith permission from The
Singapore Chiness Burbdhist

On Vesak Day in 1939, he warked with the China Relief
Fund to launch the "Shuang Lin Monastery Vesak
Day Vegetarian Meal Fund Raising Event®
(R RaRMEERFABES). Held on 28 Mays in the
manastety, It attracted "a few thousand® particlpants and
raised about $10,000 (Straits Dollars). i was covered by

major newspapers'?,

In early 1942, during Sook Ching, a group of Japanese
soldiers arrived at the Shuang Lin Monastery to arrest
Venerable Pu Liang. They had to force their way in, and
upon entering, amested the Venerable and his two disdples
immediately. The rest of the pecple were grdered to squat
along the corridors. The soldiers proceeded to search the
Venerable's rooms, and apenied trucks and lockers. Dr Low
Cheng Jin, who was present, believed that the Japanese
were looking for eviderke of Vererable Pu Liang's "anti-
Japanese® activities. Mr Mg Aik Huan, the China Relief Fund
leader, believed that the Japanese found some bekngings
and marketing materials belonging to the Driving Instituie’s
volunteers!s,

Venerable Pu Liang, his two disciples and others in the
monastery were taken to the Jalan Besar Inspection point.
Most of the people who reported to Jalan Besar were released
about a week [ater, but the three Vienerables did not refum.
The manastery sent people to search for them, but they
could nat find them. They and Mr Ng concluded that the
Japanese had executed the Venerables.

Although Venerable Pu Liang had partidpated actively in
support of relief work for the war, many other Buddhist and
Tapist organisations had held similar events. For example,
in July 1939, a seven-day Chinese opera was put up at Tian
Fu Gang { & MX) to raise funds for the China Relief Fung?®.
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The Chinese Chamber of Commere - whose chairman was
Mr Tan Kah Kee, lapan's most wanted man - managed Tian
Fu Gang. Yet, during the Japanese oocupation, temples??
managed by the Chinese Chamber of Commerce were not
disturbed?!. Venerables from majar Buddhist institutions?2
that particdpated in memorial services and China Relief Fund
artivities were aks left unharmed.

For example, Venerable Rui Yu (39 Abbot of 5eng Hong
Temple (&M ), had donated money?? and particlpated
in China Relief fimd programmes. After Venerable Pu Liang's
execition, he became the Chalman of the Chinese Buddhist
Assaciation and sought permission from the Japanese
authorities to resume the association's activities®®.

In general, lapanese traops were advised not ta disturb
religious institutions?s. Therefore, the Japanese soldiers who
went 1o Shuang Lin Monastery prabably knew whom they
wanted and what "aimes” they had committed.

The Burma Road was seen as China's malor IHellne, and the
Japanese had attempted to terminate it through diplomatic
and military means. The fall of Singapore was perceived as
a means for the Burma Road "to be completely cut off in
the near future?s®,

Even though Venerable Pu Liang had affered only the phasical
place, the Driving nstitute wes seen a5 part of the larger
network to supply volunteers to the Burma Road. Shuang
Lin Monastery was reported in the press as a reouitment
and tralning ground for waluntaers to the Burma Road, and
trining was concducted in the open. visible to pecple around
the monastery, so It was not difficult for the Japanese
to know about its activities. From the Japanese
perspecthve, "volunteers" meant "guerllas®?®.

This may have explained why the Venerable's rooms and the
monastery were searched. Usually, lapanese soldiers would
arrive to inform residents about ingaectians, but would nt
search the place.

Like mast of the victims from Jalan Besar Inspectlon Polnt,
Venerable Pu Liang and his two disciples were likely executed
at Changl beach. The Venerable was probably the only
Chinese Buddhist religious leader executed?®, and he and
his two disdples probably the only Chinese Venerables
executed during Sook Ching.

134

A British prisoner-of-war may have witnessed the execution
of Venerable Pu Llang. Mr John Harmilton Wadge®®, a Corporal
(Service number $93369), was part of the Royal Armmy Service

o?
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Coms attached to the 53rd Infaniry Brigade of the 1&th
Division. Following the fall of Malaya, the 18th Division
retreated to Singapore and was assigned to pratect the
northem shores of Singapore. On the day of surender on
15 February 1942, the 53rd Brigade was stationed aknyg
Braddell Road.

Mr Wadge's group had moved southwards along Thomson
raac and taken shelter in an abandoned house, the former
resldence of a Michelin emplovee who had been evacuated
from Singapare. They had been taken as prisoners of war
In ths house and transfemred to the Changl area.

Mr Wadge witnessed three Chinese monks in rabes being
executed at the beach.

HISTORY REMEMBERED

The voluntesrs to the
Burma Road and their
supporters were
. pecple from all walks

- of lives. Their dedsions
and actions were
propelled by a
culturally-conditioned
world view, and
through their actions,
these individuals
became the
embodiments of
global-local forces. Thelr storles enable us 1o understand
how an event influenced and impacted individuals, and how
thelr actlons shaped the course of the Sino-lapanese War.

The Shusng Lin Monestary In 2005,
Chan Chow Wah, 2005,

Az the place where volunteers were tfrained and whose
Abbot paid a heavy price during Sook Ching, Shuang Lin
Maonastery is ane of the few institutions™ related to Burma
Road volunteers that still exist, making it a "lving® institution
and & depository far the nation's collective sodal memories.
The monastery was gazetted as a National Monument on
17 Crisber 1280, and has embarked on a restoration project
that continues to this day.
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LEE KONG CHIAN RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP SERIES:

FIFTH RESEARCH FELLOW SIGNED UP

The Lee Kong Chlan Research Fellowship welcomed Hs fifth Research Fellow on 22
January 2007. Mr Pang Welbu signed tha Fallowship with Ms Nglan Lek Choh,

Director of the National Library.

Mr Penq, a doctoral candidate with the College of Joumnallsm & Communlcation from Jinan
University, China, will be researching on the Chinese press and its influence on Chinese
culture and ethnicity, and will explore the history of Southeast Asian Chinese newspapers.

To date, two Research Fellows, Mr Chan Chow Wah and Ms Adeline Koh, have presented

their findings.

The NLB's Reearch Felkawvship awands researchers whio make use of the Library's archived

arx preserved collections.
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