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Calligraphy of Zhou Enlai in
praise of the philanthropy of
Mr Lim Kong Thing and wishing
him longevity on the occasion
of his 60" birthday and
everlasting happiness on the
occasion of the 40" anniversary
of marriage in 1939.

Letter of the Consulate General
of the Republic of China to

Mr Lim Kong Thing of the
Rubber Association on 22 Dec
1932 seeking his assistance

to introduce friends to make
donations towards the building
of a hospital in honour of Mr
Fang Sheng Dong who died a
martyr for his involvement in
the Huanghuakang Uprising of
1911.

Letter dated 27 Oct 1939

from the Chinese Consulate in
Kuala Lumpur to the Chinese
Consulate General in Singapore
regarding the assemblage of
artefacts related to Dr Sun Yat
Sen for an exhibition at the
Sun Yat Sen Villa in Singapore
scheduled for opening on 12
Nov 1939 to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Dr Sun.

B by LAI YEEN PONG
J ) Consultant,
S A A A Heritage Collection Development,

National Library
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A colourful certificate
acknowledging donation of Mr
Chen Yi Yuan towards the Selangor
Overseas Chinese China Relief
Fund on the occasion of the 60t
birth anniversary of Mr Lim Kong
Thing, a community leader of
Kuala Pilah, Negri Sembilan in =
1939.
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SUMMARY

Mr Lim Kong Thing was a successful businessman
and a renowned community leader of Kuala Pilah in
Negri Sembilan, who was very well connected to other
countries in Southeast Asia and China. He was a strong
supporter of Tongmenghui (led by Dr Sun Yat Sen) and
served as advisor to the Committee of Overseas Chinese

An announcement of the China
Kuomintang Nanyang Main Branch on
15 Oct 1927 on the appointment of
fund-raising committee members in
Negri Sembilan for the construction of
the KMT party building.
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A clarification note from the
Secretariat of the Committee
of Overseas Chinese Affairs in
1938 in response to a smearing
campaign conducted by a few
ex-staff of the committee.
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A colourful certificate
acknowledging donation
towards the Perak Overseas
Chinese China Relief Fund
on the occasion of the 60t
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I.-ﬁ " birth anniversary of Mr Lim
i ; Kong Thing, a community
leader of Kuala Pilah, Negri

Sembilan in 1939.

Affairs. After his passing in 1940 at the age of 61, he
left behind some 800 pages of documents, comprising
eulogies, elegies, correspondence, photographs, notices
and other ephemeral materials. The collection was
donated to the National Library in 2007 by his youngest
son, Mr Lin Qiong, a retired teacher and writer who is
now 78 years old. The collection offers an insight to the
Chinese diaspora of pre-WW2 Malaya and Southeast
Asia, and the socio-economic network and connection
as well as the political alignment and allegiance of the
Chinese overseas in Southeast Asia in the first half of the
20™ century. Besides its historical and research value, the
collection has its cultural significance and calligraphic
merits as many of the manuscripts were written by well-
known personalities such as Zhou Enlai, Chiang-Soong
Mei-ling, Sun Ke (son of Dr Sun Yat Sen), Chen Shuren,
Yu Youren and Yu Dafu. It is amazing that the collection
was not destroyed before or during the Japanese
occupation of Malaya and Singapore in the 1940s as
many of the documents were very sensitive and would
have cost the lives of those whose names were listed in
the 6 volumes of documents. The National Library has
recently digitised the collection so that users can have
access to its content via the Internet.

An announcement from the
Committee of Overseas Chinese
Il " Affairs in 1938 regarding the
Chinese government restriction
il

" tl : on overseas travel for the people
.11 a  of the Fujian and Guangdong
ll"' provinces to prevent evasion of
‘il military conscription. It clarified
that the restriction did not apply to
those Overseas Chinese who had
been staying overseas for more
than three years.
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Calligraphy of Yu Youren, a master |
calligrapher, poet and member of . -
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Kuomintang.
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