
¿¡ðÎôÒÈ Áì¸Ç¢ý Å¡úì¨¸§Â¡Î þÃñ¼Èì ¸Äó¾Ð 

¦¾öÅ ÅÆ¢À¡¼¡Ìõ. þò¦¾öÅ ÅÆ¢À¡ðÊý §¾¡üÈõ 

ÀÆ¨ÁÔ¨¼ÂÐ. ̄ ½¨ÅÁðÎ§Á §¾Êì ¦¸¡ñÊÕó¾Åý 

þÂü¨¸Â¢ý Á¡üÈí¸¨ÇÔõ º£üÈí¸¨ÇÔõ ¸ñÎ «ïº¢ 

þÂü¨¸¨Â ÅÆ¢À¼ ¬ÃõÀ¢ò¾¡ý. ÁÉ¢¾ý ¿¡§¼¡Ê ¿¢¨Ä¨Â 

Å¢ÎòÐî ºÓ¾¡Âõ ±ýÛõ «¨ÁôÀ¢ø Å¡úì¨¸¨Â 

º£÷¾¢Õò¾¢ì ¦¸¡ñ¼§À¡Ð, ¿¢¨ÄÂ¡É ÅÆ¢À¡ð¨¼Ôõ 

²üÀÎò¾¢ì¦¸¡ñ¼¡ý. ÌØÅ¡¸ Å¡Æò ¦¾¡¼í¸¢ÂÐõ 

¾í¸ÙìÌû ÀÄ À¢Ã¢×¸¨Ç ¯ÕÅ¡ì¸¢ì ¦¸¡ñ¼É÷. 

´ù¦Å¡Õ À¢Ã¢Å¢ÉÕõ ¾¡í¸û Å¡Øõ ¿¢Äò¾¢ü§¸üÀ ¾í¸û 

ÅÆ¢À¡Î¸¨ÇÔõ «¨ÁòÐì¦¸¡ñ¼É÷. À¢ÈÌò ¾í¸¨Çô 

À¡Ð¸¡òÐì¦¸¡ûÇò ¾ÉÐ ºó¾¾¢Â¢É¨Ã ¯ÕÅ¡ì¸¢Â 

«ìÌÊÂ¢ý Óý§É¡÷¸¨ÇÔõ ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ ÅÆ¢À¼ 

¬ÃõÀ¢ò¾É÷.   

¿¡ðÎôÒÈ ÅÆ¢À¡ðÎ Ó¨È «îºò¾¢ý Å¢¨ÇÅ¡¸ò 

§¾¡ýÈ¢ ÅÇ÷ó¾Ð ±ýÀ¾üÌî º¡ýÈ¡¸ ÅÆ¢À¡ðÊø ̄ ûÇ 

º¢Ú¦¾öÅì §¸¡Â¢ø¸¨Çì ÜÈÄ¡õ. À¢¼¡Ã¢, «öÂÉ¡÷, 

¸¡Ç¢, ¸ÕôÀ÷, ÓÉ£ŠÅÃý §À¡ýÈ ¦¾öÅí¸Ç¢ý 

¯ÕÅí¸Ùõ, «Å÷¸Ùì¸¡É ÅÆ¢À¡ðÎ Ó¨È¸Ùõ 

«îºõ ¦¸¡ûÙõ Å¨¸Â¢ø Å¢ÇíÌ¸¢ýÈÉ. þì§¸¡Â¢ø¸û 
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«ìÌÄò¨¾î §º÷ó¾Å÷¸û 

Å Æ ¢ À ¡ Î ¦ º ö ¸ ¢ ý È É ÷ . 
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ÌÄ¦¾öÅí¸Ç¡É º¢ýÉÆÌõ 
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þì§¸¡Â¢ø¸û §ÁüÜ¨Ã§Â¡Î þÕó¾¾¡¸×õ À¢ÈÌ ́ Õ¿¡û 
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¾Á¢Æ¸ò¾¢ø ¦ÀÃõÀæ÷ Á¡Åð¼ò¾¢ø ¯ûÇ º¢ÚÅ¡îÝ÷ 

±ýÛõ ¸¢Ã¡Áò¾¢ø ÁÐÃ ¸¡Ç¢ÂõÁý §¸¡Â¢ø ¯ûÇÐ. 

þÐ ÁÐ¨Ã¨Â ±Ã¢ò¾ì ¸ñ½¸¢Â¢ý §¸¡Â¢ø ±É ¾Ä 

ÅÃÄ¡Ú ÜÚ¸¢ÈÐ. ÁÐ¨Ã¨Â ±Ã¢òÐì §¸¡Àò§¾¡Î 

Åó¾ ¸ñ½¸¢ þíÌ ÅóÐ º¡ó¾Á¨¼ó¾¾¡¸ì ÜÚÅ÷. 

þò¦¾öÅÓõ ÀÄÕìÌì ÌÄ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ Å¢ÇíÌ¸¢ÈÐ.

Ý¨Çì¸ÕôÀÉ¡÷
þò¦¾öÅõ ´Õ ºã¸ò¾¡Ã¡ø ÌÄ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ 

Å½í¸ôÀÎ¸¢ÈÐ. ¾¡í¸û ¦ºö¾ ÁñÀ¡ñ¼í¸¨Çî 

Ý¨ÇÂ¢Îõ §À¡Ð «ôÀ¡ñ¼í¸û ¿ýÈ¡¸ §Å¸×õ 
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ÅÆ¢ÀÎ¸¢ýÈÉ÷.
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þÕóÐ ÅÕ¸¢ÈÐ. ¿øÄ À¡õ¨Àò ¾í¸û ÌÄ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ 

ÅÆ¢ÀÎ¸¢ÈÉ÷. þ¾üÌõ ´Õ ÁÃÒì ¸¨¾ ¯ûÇÐ. Å¢Åº¡Â¢ 
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«Æ¢òÐÅ¢ð¼É.  ¬É¡ø 
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ÌÄ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ ÅÆ¢ÀðÎ Åó¾§¾ 

¸¡Ã½¦ÁýÚò ¦¾Ã¢ÂÅó¾Ð. 
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þùÅÆ¢À¡ðÊÉ¡ø ¸½Åý 

¬Ôû ¿£ÊìÌ¦ÁýÚõ, ±øÄ¡ 

¿ý¨Á¸Ùõ ¸¢¨¼ì¸ô¦ÀÚõ 

±ýÚõ ¿õÒ¸¢ýÈÉ÷.

º¢í¨¸ ÓÉ£ŠÅÃý
º¢í¨¸Â¢ø ¯ûÇ ¾Á¢ú 

Áì¸û ¾í¸û ÌÄ¦¾öÅí¸Ç¡¸ «õÁý, Á¡Ã¢ÂõÁý, 

¦ÀÃ¢Â¡îº£, ¸¡Ç¢ÂõÁý, ÁÐ¨ÃÅ£Ãý, ³öÂÉ¡÷ §À¡§È¡¨Ã 

ÅÆ¢ÀÎ¸¢ýÈÉ÷. ÒÄõ¦ÀÂ÷óÐ ¦ºýÚ §ÅüêÃ¢ø 

¸¡æýÈ¢ Å¡Øõ Áì¸û ¾í¸û ÌÄ¦¾öÅõ «È¢Â¡Áø 

§À¡É¡ø ¾í¸ÙìÌ Å¢ÕôÀÁ¡É ¸¼×¨Ç ÌÄ¦¾öÅÁ¡¸ì 

¦¸¡û¸¢ýÈÉ÷. «ùÅ¡§È ÓÕ¸ý, º¢Åý, ¾¢ÕÁ¡ø §À¡ýÈ 

¸¼×Ç÷¸¨Çî º¢Ä ºã¸í¸û ÅÆ¢ÀðÎ ÅÕ¸¢ýÈÉ÷.

þýÚõ ÀÄ ÌÎõÀí¸û þíÌ Å¡úó¾¡Öõ ¾Á¢ú¿¡ðÊø 

¯ûÇ ¾í¸û ̧ ¢Ã¡Áí¸Ç¢ø ̄ ûÇ ÌÄ¦¾öÅ ÅÆ¢À¡ðÊüÌõ, 

«íÌ §¸¡Â¢ø ¸ð¼×õ, º£Ã¨ÁôÒô À½¢¸Ùì¸¡×õ 

¦À¡ÕÙ¾Å¢ ¦ºö¸¢ýÈÉ÷. ÀñÊ¨¸ ¿¡ð¸Ç¢Öõ, Å£ðÎ 

Å¢§º¼ ¿¡ð¸Ç¢Öõ þìÌÄ¦¾öÅò¾¢üÌ Å£ðÊø À¨¼Âø 

¨ÅòÐ ÅÆ¢ÀÎ¸¢ýÈÉ÷.

º¢í¨¸ Áì¸Ç¢ý «ýÒìÌÃ¢Â ¦¾öÅí¸Ç¢ø ´ÕÅ÷ 

ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷. ¾Á¢Æ÷¸û þíÌ Åó¾ ¸¡Äõ ¦¾¡ðÎ ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ 

ÅÆ¢À¡Î þÕóÐ ÅÕ¸¢ÈÐ. þÅ¨Ãò ¾í¸û Å£ðÎô 

¦ÀÃ¢ÂÅÃ¡¸§Å ¸Õ¾¢ ‘«öÂ¡’, ±ý§È «¨Æì¸¢ýÈÉ÷. 

Å¢Æ¡ì¸¡Äí¸Ç¢Öõ, Å£ðÎ Å¢§º¼ ¿¡ð¸Ç¢Öõ þÅÕì§¸ 

Ó¾ø ÁÃ¢Â¡¨¾Â¡¸ â¨º ¦ºö¸¢ýÈÉ÷. º¢í¨¸Â¢ø ¯ûÇ 

ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ ¬ÄÂí¸û À¢ýÅÕÅÉ.

¾ÕÁ ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷ ¬ÄÂõ

‚ ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷ ¬ÄÂõ

«ÕûÁ¢Ì §ÅøÓÕ¸ý »¡É ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷ ¬ÄÂõ.

þì§¸¡Â¢ø¸û ¾Å¢Ã ÁüÈ §¸¡Â¢ø¸Ç¢Öõ ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷ 

ÅÆ¢À¡Î ¿¼óÐÅÕ¸¢ÈÐ. 

ÓÉ£ŠÅÃ÷ º¢ÅÉ¢ý «Å¾¡ÃÁ¡¸§Å ̧ Õ¾ôÀÎ¸¢È¡÷. «¾É¡ø 

«ÅÕìÌô À¨¼ìÌõ ¯½× ¨ºÅ ¯½Å¡Ìõ. ¬É¡ø 

¸¡Åø ¦¾öÅí¸Ç¡¸ô ÀÄ ¦ÀÂ÷¸Ç¢ø Áì¸Ç¢¨¼§Â 

ÅÄõ ÅÕ¸¢È¡÷. ÓÉ¢Â¡ñÊ, ƒ¼¡ ÓÉ¢, ¾÷ÁÓÉ¢, Å¡û 

ÓÉ¢, »¡É ÓÉ¢, À¡ñÊ ÓÉ¢ §À¡ýÈ ¦ÀÂÃ¢ø ¸¡Åø 

¿¡¸ ÅÆ¢À¡Î ¦ºöÔõ ¦Àñ¸û 
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f e a t u r e

suMMary
The concept of “kula deivam” is central 

to theistic Hinduism. Many households 

across the Indian landscape recognise a 

particular deity as a family or clan de-

ity. This deity protects the home and all 

its members. The deity is treated like a 

family member. In many cases an an-

cestor may be deified after several gen-

erations thus assuming the status of 

a kula deivam. In this article a few of 

the various forms of family deities are 

discussed. In addition, it also briefly ex-

plores the worship of ‘Muneeswaran’ 

by many Singaporeans.
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