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SUMMARY

The concept of “kula deivam” is central
to theistic Hinduism. Many households
across the Indian landscape recognise a
particular deity as a family or clan de-
ity. This deity protects the home and all
its members. The deity is treated like a
family member. In many cases an an-
cestor may be deified after several gen-
erations thus assuming the status of
a kula deivam. In this article a few of
the various forms of family deities are
discussed. In addition, it also briefly ex-
plores the worship of ‘Muneeswaran’
by many Singaporeans.
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