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FANG XIU: SINGAPORE'S LITERARY PIONEER

Fang Xiu (real name Goh Tze Kwang), the last surviving
pioneer writer of Singapore Chinese literature, passed
away on 4 March 2010 after a long illness. He was 88
years old.

The National Library Board and the Tropical Literature &
Art Club jointly organised a commemorative public forum
on 23 May 2010, in recognition of Fang Xiu's achievements
and contributions. The forum attracted about 200 people,
including Fang Xiu’s family members and friends,
writers, admirers and scholars who came to share
their thoughts about Fang Xiu, his legacy and works.
Ngian Lek Choh, Director of National Library, delivered
the opening speech. Two main speakers gave a
critical review of Fang Xiu's works. Some participants
composed songs and poems in praise of Fang Xiu while
others shared their anecdotes about Fang Xiu and how
he had encouraged and supported them in their journeys
towards becoming writers.

Fang Xiu pioneered the study of Malaya-Singapore
Chinese literature since the early 1950s. He penned and
edited more than 100 literary publications. Besides writing
essays, short stories and literary criticism, he also composed
poetry. He was awarded the first Nanyang Chinese Literature
Award in 2008 for his outstanding contributions to Chinese
literature. With $40,000 from the Award, he set up “The
Fang Xiu Literature Fund” to fund the publishing of works by
young Singaporean writers. The family of the late Fang Xiu
later contributed another $40,000 to this fund. m
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