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Professor Zhang Renfeng is a member of the
Shanghai Research Institute of Culture and
History. He has been involved in the study
of Zhang Yuanji, renowned educationist,
bibliographer and founder of China’s modern
publishing business. He compiled the
10-volume Works of Zhang Yuanyji; his own
works include the Collection of Research
Papers on Zhang Yuanji, and Zhang Yuanyji,
an Enlightener of the People, Chronicle of
Life of zhang Yuanji, and Zhang Yuanji, an
Enlightener of the People.

In 2013, Professor Zhang Renfeng, de-
scendent of Qing dynasty reformer and
Commercial Press publisher Zhang Yuanji,
came across a treasure trove of historical
materials kept by Mr Ong Ching Kien, a
descendent of literary scholar and poet,
Khoo Seok Wan. These materials include
several unpublished personal correspon-
dences between Kang Youwei, eminent
Qing Dynasty scholar-cum-leader of the
1898 Reform Movement, and Khoo Seok
Wan. These letters are a vital primary re-
source in the research of China’s modern
history as well as the Chinese Diaspora
in Southeast Asia. Previously unknown
ties between Khoo Seok Wan and Zhang
Yuanji were also discovered.

Here, Professor Zhang Renfeng at-
tempts to piece together the activities
of Kang Youwei in Southeast Asia be-
tween 1900 and 1901, using these letters,
Kang's own poems, and related historical
resources.
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The exhibition “Khoo Seok Wan: Poet and
Reformist” will run from 22 November 2013
to 18 May 2014 at the Promenade, Levels 7
and 8 of the National Library. The roving ex-
hibition, “Khoo Seok Wan: Master Poet" will
run from 28 October to 15 December 2013 at
Jurong Regional Library; 16 December 2013 to
31 March 2014 at Chinatown Public Library;
and 1 April to 29 May 2014 at Woodlands
Regional Library.
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